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work of the children of all such whose parents shall
not by the said persons be thought able to keep and
maintain their children, and also all such persons,
married or unmarried, as. having no means to main-
tain them, use no ordinary and daily trade of life to
get their living by, and also to raise, weekly or other-
wise (by taxation of every inhabitant and every occu-
pier of lands in the said parish in such competent
sum and sums of money as they shall think tit), a
convenient stock of flax, hemp, wool, thread, iron,
and other necessary ware and. stuff to set the poor
on work, and also competent sums of money for and
towards the necessary relief of the lame, impotent,
old, blind, and such other among them being poor
and not able to work, and also for the putting out of
such children to be apprentices, to be gathered out of
the same parish according to the ability of the same
parish."

Ability is again and again mentioned as the standard
of contribution. "If the said justices of peace do
perceive that the inhabitants of any parish are not
able to levy among themselves sufficient money for
the purposes aforesaid," they "shall and may tax, rato,
and assess as aforesaid any other of other parishes, or
out of any parish1 within the hundred where the said
parish is, to pay such sum and sums of money to llm
churchwardens and overseers of the said poor parish
for the said purposes as the said justices shall, think

1 I.e., any inhabitant of another parish or extra-jaro<'.hiin,l place.
A rate in aid might be laid either on a whole parish or on individuals
in it. See a ruling of the King's Bench in 1694, arid other east's
in Bott, Poor I/awx, 3rd ed., vol. i. pp. 303-8, For an example of a
rate in aid on individuals in 1628, see Thos. Gardner, Historical
Account of Dunwich, <te., pp. 169, 170.